Paragraphs 5.5.31 & 5.5.32 — describing the historic patterns of development
and associated rich heritage that SBC wishes to “coalesce” into an
amorphous ‘blob’

On the one hand, paragraphs 5.5.31 & 5.5.32 paint an attractive picture
of the historic pattern of development and the important relationship of
our communities spread at one-building-deep where buildings back onto
the Best Most Versatile (BMV) agricultural land that forms part of the
Fruit Belt to the south of the A2.

On the other hand, in particular in Lynsted with Kingsdown Parish (LKP),
the pattern of allocations contained in the Teynham Area of Opportunity
(TAO) pages, forces coalescence of the historic linear pattern found in
the communities on the southern edge of Watling Street, along Lynsted
Lane, Claxfield Lane, the Conservation Area of Greenstreet Hill and the
Cellar Hill community. SBC plans effectively to “block in” these linear
communities, fracturing their relationship with the BMV land and free
and easy access to the “Coffin Path” as a gateway to the wider rural
spaces to the south up into the North Downs. As defined by SBC, the
TAO includes four development Sites behind the “Sensitive Edge” that
has been defined by the well-established and robust Supplementary
Planning Guidance - Lynsted with Kingsdown Parish Design Statement
adopted in 2002. That SPG followed extensive and close working with
SBC Planning and Environment Officers and our local residents.

To the north of the A2, Teynham Village will lose all its sense of place
and relationship with the countryside to the south, west and east. Local
residents will become isolated from the rich network of very rural
footpaths leading through the Fruit Belt, onwards past our hamlets and
villages towards the North Downs. The residents of Teynham Village will
be poorly served. The value of access along the “Coffin Path” from the
A2 to Lynsted Village and beyond has been reinforced in the last year or
more of Covid19, as residents sought relief from social isolation,
emotional and psychological harm to wellbeing after months living
under the shadow of Covid.



